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Americans Support a Parrot’s Right to Flight 
National Poll highlights attitudes about birds in captivity 

A recent public opinion poll conducted by the Humane Research Council and 

commissioned by Born Free USA asked respondents for their views on the 

keeping of parrots in captivity. The results are encouraging and demonstrate 

the importance of Born Free USA’s Bird Campaign. 

Parrots are exceptionally social birds. In the wild they form strong bonds 

with other birds in their flock and may fly for miles together each day. Sadly 

many captive parrots are kept alone in tiny, barren cages with no 

opportunity to fly. 

Forty-seven percent of respondents indicated that they do not approve of 

the way parrots are commonly are kept — in cages or unable to fly. Only 4% 

approved of the status quo — responding that it was “fine to keep parrots in cages of any size.” 

This demonstrates that many people understand that even when bred in captivity parrots retain their 

wild instincts including the desire to fly and flock with others of their kind. 

While this is encouraging, the poll also demonstrated that there is a great need for increased public 

education on this issue — 48% of respondents said they “didn’t have an opinion” or “didn’t know” how 

they felt about parrots in captivity. Clearly, we have much work to do. 

Born Free USA will use this information to help inform our important work to improve the lives of birds 

living in captivity and preserve their rightful place in the wild. 
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